NOTES ON THE MOST COMMON MACRO-GASTROPODS IN THE ROSS RIVER ESTUARY

Telescopium telescopium

This large mud whelk is found mainly in tidal drains
that do not have a strong current in them. The substrate is
usually firm mud and some water is often tamed in the
drains. Often the whelks can be found areas that receive
a lot of light. This species is und at the very top end of
drains. These congregation spots are often characterised
by a lot of dead shells that have been killed by either
desiccation or fresh water. T telescopium can occur in
quite heavy population densities in favoured areas.
Usually, telescopium is found in association with two other
species of mud whelks Terebralia semitrisulcata and
Terebralia palustris.

Terebralia semitrisulcata & T palustris

These two whelks have much the same habitat as
Telescopium telescopium, except that they are not found in
the upper reaches of drains and they seem to prefer the
slightly drier grounds away from the edge of the drain.
Terebralia palusids is not as common as T semitrisulcata.
The two species can be distinguished by the siphonal canal

that is fully closed in T semitrisulcata.

Cassidula angulifera

This species is one of the most common macro-gastropods in the
Ross River estuary, in its favoured habitat. It is found on firm mud and 1
the trunks and aerial roots of mangroves away from the main annels
and drains. It is often, but not always found in association ith the ma ng
roves Ceriops tagal, Avicennia marina and Aegialitis anulata, which
form a dense canopy above the humid substrate on which C: angulifera
prefers to live.

Cerithidea anticipata

This species is most often encountered on the trunks of
Avicennia marina in a similar habitat as Gassidula angulifera. It has
been observed in close association with C: angulifera on trunks 1 to
2 m above the mud. This is not a common encountered species but
that may be because it is easily overlooked due to its often high
position on trunks.
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